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Ms. Carol Ropski 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 5 SE-5J 
Emergency Enforcement and Support Section 
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Chicago. IL 60604-3590 

Re: Western Mineral Products Site 
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80203-4541 I 

Tel (303)861-7000 

Fax (303)866-0200 

U)Uiio.hrrLcam \ 

DttWtr \ 

SattLakeCity' I 
Boulder I 

I 

Colorado Sprinp 
London 

Dear Ms. Ropski: 

This letter is written m response to the September 14,2000 letter from Region 5 
to W.R. Grace regarding EPA's additional investigation and cleanup activities at 
residential properties near the Westem Mineral Products site in Mirmeapolis, 
Minnesota. Grace is interested in pursuing discussioixs with Region 5 regarding 
an appropriate administrative consent order under which Grace would perform or 
fmance such a response. Please contact Grace in-house legal counsel David 
Cleary at 561-362-2825 to discuss options for reaching agreement on an 
administrative consent order. 

Grace is presently working with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
regarding cleanup of the former vermiculite expanding plant. Grace has also 
provided mfoimation requested by the MPCA, Region 5 and the Minnesota 
Attomey General's Office/Department of Health. Grace is not presently working 
with the MPCA or any other agencies regarding die residential properties. 

By our willingness to negotiate in good faith with Region 5 to address EPA's 
concerns, Grace is not admitting that h is a responsible party for the residential 
properties or that the cleanup activities outlined m EPA's September 14,2000 
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letter are necessary and appropriate under CERCLA. However, Grace is 
genuinely interested in meeting with Region 5 to discuss the matter further. 

Very truly yours, 

Kenneth W. Lund 

KWL:cg 

cc: David Cleary, W.R. Grace 
Robert R. Marriam, W.R. Grace 
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